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Purpose: To discuss the particular problems and risks when executing projects on Brownfield
sites.
Introduction: The term ‘Brownfield’ was originally used to describe a piece of land that had
previously been used for industrial or commercial use and had the potential to be re-used for
the construction of a new facility. This has the added complications by the possible presence
of pollutants or contaminants that needed to be dealt with.
In the E&C Industry the term Brownfield usually refers to the section of land within an industrial
complex where facilities are to be upgraded or new ones constructed. This usually means that
construction work will be executed whilst the existing facilities are being operated and
therefore there are additional precautions and risks that are not present when working on a
‘Greenfield’ site. This is further complicated if there is more than one EPC contractor working
on the site at the same time.
With regard to commercial building development work, Brownfield sites tend to be in inner city
locations where an existing property, building or factory has been cleared and a new building
will take its place. This type of project execution has further complications due its proximity to
neighbouring buildings, roads, railway lines etc.
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